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3IX YEARS OID!
An BEditorial

This is our sixth anniversery icsue. Six yeers is quite en age
for one fenzine, as more then one fen will testify. However, dispite
the feet thet Sun Spots wes born back in 1940, this ic cctuelly only
the fourth ennish we heve produced, We celebrzted our first enni-
vergery in 1941 with e 40-pege mimeogrephed issue and our second in
1942 with & 16-pege printed number, In 1943 znd the eerly pesrt of
'44, Sun Spots wes in ¢ stete of suspended snimation. We started up
ggein in the fell of 1944 &nd IESE yeer put out the fifth ennish.

* *

There is nothing pretentious ebout this issue. The contents’
ere rether slim but of good quelity., The reproduction is uo to par,
berring a few crooked pzges due to the feilure of our typewriter
rollers, The megezine eppecrs to heve slipped into & semi-ennuel
echedule, which friends, is nothing to complzin cbout &s long as you
continue to receive the 'zine free...But you won't continue to re-
ceive it efter this issue unless you comply with our one requirement-
thet you write & few comments on thir issue, In the past we heve
been rether lex cbout thisy ellowing certein fons to remein on the
meiling 1list whether we heve heesrd from them or not, After this,
however, 11 fen who wich to receive future issues of Sun Spots must
write us, Fenzine exchenges cre clso esccepteble.

- * ok %

This issue we present ¢ new writer -- new to the renks of stf
fendom, £t eny rate, He is Jemes Breckenridge, who hess contributed
¢ few short erticles. Breckenridge wes & mcmber of the old Soleroid
Club ond is & resident of Westwood., 1In rccent years he hes become
en ¢vid follower of weird fiction and, contrery to sny impression
you mgy gether from his erticle "The Communicection of Horror", is
rether fond of H, P, Lovecreft, Jimmy is ¢ grrducte of Cornell Un-
iversity end is et present employid by the New York Decily News.

* *

The lotest "dreem" of cscience fiction to come true is the cn-~
nouncement thet Army scientists heave resched the moon with reder
impulses, Newspepers in this ecreez cerried this importent news re-
leczse in verious menners, ' The New York Mirror, ¢ tebloid paper,
devoted itc entire front pcge to the yern. The usuclly sensetional
Daily News feetured the strike news end geve the reder story ¢ feir-
ly lerge "pley' on pege 3. The conservetive New York Times renked
the story ¢s second only to the strike situstion end pleced it in
the left hend columm on the front pege. The New York Tribune, clso
e rether conservetive publicetion, ren ¢ picture of the rzder ste-
tion on the front psge elong with the story. The remcining papers
we ceme ccross geve the story ipgtf renging from foir to poor,

Mecy we cell your cttention to the notice on the bzck page of
this issue, The Weinbzum Memorisl booklet has met with fevoreble
success throughout fendom cnd is ¢ "must" for eny stf fen., This is
the only fen memoricl ever published to honor Weinbzum, who is still
reted ¢s one of the top scicnce fiction cuthors of ¢11 time.
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By Stanley G, Weinbzum
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"You're on the mend egsin," said Dr. Felix Kurtius, tossing his
black cése csrelessly on the desk., "Iet's see how permznent it is
this timei®

Jsaac levinson -- mail-order lLevinson -- rolled down his sleeve
and stered sardonically at the doctor,

"Thanks," he growled, '"I've heard that before,?
"You're feeling belter, sren't youty"

The merchendise king nodded reluctantly, staring sbout his
elaborate office. "Sure," he said. "But for how long? And anyway
why dor't you do something? TIs this the new medical practice -~ to
let a patient get well by himself? For thsat I don't need a doctori!

"T gave you my suggestions," retorted Kurtius. "“Three and a
helf years ago -- when you first called me ~-- I tcld you what to do,
Don't blzme me because you refused to follow my zdvise."

"Vacetions!" sneered levinson, "Rest -- changes -~ travel -=-
retire! Could I leave my business with condilions like they were?"

"You certeinly could! Whet's & 1little more money to you -- or
a little lesst"

"Money -~ beh! 1It's my businecs thet needs me,"
"Same thing,"

"No," said Levinson abruptly. "Not the ssme thing! Iy stock-
holders, my employees, I have obligstions to them, Thec business
must be run right, or the one loses money and the other jobs. Could
T let some schlemiehl meke & botch of things while T was telling how
the biggest tar-on got away from me? QOseri"

"Just excuses," observed Kurtiusg, "Whet you mezn is thet you
didn't want to lesgve,"

"Couldn't is whst I said."

Miouldn't ic whet - ou mean." The doctor gestured at the fit-
tings of his pstient's office. ''You mean to tell me you're so busy
thet you haven't time to welk two blocks to my office, do you? --

* instead of heving me ceall here to examine you?"

Levinson silently indicated the welter of papers on his desk.

"And thezt's what you're wedded tol" scoifed Kurtius. "Chﬁrts,
summaries, stetistics. Any clerk could tsbulzte them for you,'
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"Cherte and statiet? cs," growled Levinson, "are the life-blood
of my tusiness."

"And your business is the life~blood of youi!
"Yet you want I chould get awegy from it."

"Thet'e my edvice, No men cen live year after year on his own
blood, You cen't; thet's the whole trouble with you. That's why
medicine or operetlons ere perfectly useless in your case,"

"Bah!" Levinson yrizs frowning egsin, "I have a notion that
you doctors recommend the rest cure vhen you don't know what's
wrong, I don't want to rest; I want something thet will put me in
shape to keep on working, T "dontt believe it's my buciness that's
doing this to me; for twenty-five years I've lived, eaten, slept,
and dreamt this business, end never until the first time I called
you heve T felt en hour's sickness. And now thege damned spells --
better, worse,; better, worse! -- How could it be my business?"

"Well," observed Kurtius, "There's no way of proving it to you,
I've told you my diegnocis; thet's £11 I can do. You'll find out
cooner or leter thet I am right," '

"I don't believe it," e&zi¢ Levinson stubbornly,
"iell, 2s I said, there's no wagy of proving it to you,"

"You doctors," continued Tevincon, "spend your efforts treat-
ing symptoms instead of cesuses, Beceuse I em tired I must go some-
where end rest; beceuse I cen't sleep I must go out somewhere and
exercise; Dbeczuse I heve no appetite I must get swegy from my bus-
iness! Why don't you find why I em tired, svd cen't sleep or eat?
I should run my business like that and in a yesr 1'd 'be broke --
mechuilght"

"Didn't you ever hesar of Iunctloncl dlsorders?" queried Kurtius
mildly.

"Am T the doctor or you?"

"Functional disorders are those where there's nothing the mat-
ter with the petient - thst is organically., Yothing wrong except
in the mind or nervous system,"

"Hah! 1Imaginery sickness I've got,"

"Tt's not imeginary. Functionsl troubles are just zs resl &s
orgenic ones, asnd souetimes & damm si%ht herder to treat -- espec-
ially," he aéded,"lf the pestient won't cooperate,’

"Ané you think my business is duing that?!
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"Just as I told you,"

"Bah! For more than twenty years I hsve had no trouble And
why do T get better end then worse sgzin? You should meke e study
of your cesesi"

"Do you think I don't?" snapped Kurtius. "I can give you this
cese history by heart, 'hy, look here! Here'c something you ought
to be e@ble to uuderstenci®

He reazched towerd liis black bag, noting thset the catch had
opened, cpilling & stethoscope and a peper or two onto the littered
desk. He seized & pever and ctpread it out before his petient,"

"het's thet?" srunted ILevinson,

"Graph of your metabolism," replied the doctor, '"Mske a study
of my ceses, eh! Here's your chert, month by month for three and
¢ half years."

Levinson scenned the irregular black line. Suddenly he nar-
rowed his eyes, leaned closer. A moment more and he burst into a
snickering leugh.

Mihet's the matter?" queried Kurtius impestiently,

"The chert!" chuckled ILevinson. "Hee-hee! TIt's & graph of
our sasles I wes looking at before you came, Czse-record, huh?"

Kurtius glesnced et the paper, frowned perlexedly, and suddenly
gave vent to a shout of lsughter. "Ho!'" he roared, slspping the
desk, "Funny!, Oh, Lordl"

"Jhet'!'s that funny®" esked his petient.

"The graph! The #rles-chert!" bellowed the doctor, "Your
business doeer't sifect you, eh? Looki"

He pulled enother bit of peper from his beg, spread it out be-
side the first.

"{ere's your metsbolism! Look it overi"
Pesk for peak, valley for valley, the two graphs were identical!l
finis
Tﬁg_ﬁ?eceding story by the late Stenley G, Weinbsum originelly

appeered in Fantssy lisgezine, Scptember, 1936, ard is reprinted
with the permission of Julius Schweartz,
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MANLY WADE WELLMAN, of Westwood, well known author of weird
end scientific fiction, his been swezrcded the first prize of $2,000
in the initial short story contecst cponsored by Ellery Queen's llys-
tery liggszine., The story, "A Ster for a Warrior', inhtroduces not
only ¢ new detective, but ¢ new type of detective -- an’ American
Indien. Judges for the contest were Christopher liorley, Hejor
Howerd Haycraft end Ellery GQueen., "A Ster for a Warrior" will be
only the first of s series of tszles descling with the Americen In-
diezn detective,,.,S5am IYoskowitz ennournces thet he has rented the
Slovek Sokol Hell on lorris Avenue neer Springfield Avenue in New-
erk for z mgjor Ezstern coniercnce to be held on I'arch 3, The effsir
is being sponsored by the newly-formed A-l'en, an informsl group
of Mew Jersey &nd NMew York fen, All fens in this zrea ere invited
to ettend the conference and zn cttendence of et least 35 or 40
is enticipeted. For further particulers write Moskowitz, 446 Jel-
1iff Ave., Newerk- 8, N,J, or George R, Fox, 460 Orcherd Street,
Reshway, N, J.....3/5gt. Robert C, Peterson reported en route to
Lowry Field for discherge from Army, His civilien address is’ as
yet unknown,.,.Sykora won't do printing Jjob on "Skylerk of Space"
efter ell, The Southgate Precs of Provicence will now hendle the
reproduction....Sgt.s Cherles Beling, former editor of Fan-Atic end
cssociete editor of Sun Spots, expects his discherge from the 4Lir
Corp in the necer future, Tt is improbeble thet .he will resume fan
ectivity.., :

Topping the recent farnzine errivels is the "Fentesy Review of
1045", published by Joe Kennedy, 84 Beker Avenuc, Dover, N,J, This
is 2s worthy a project s we heve seen in quite ¢ while., The cong
tents include & thorough review of the books, megeczinesy end fen-
zines published ‘during the lest yeear. The booklet is mimeogrsphed
on grey peper with heceavy blue covers end runs 48 psges. It sells
for 25¢ a copy end is & birgein st tiet,...Another item issuing
recent from the Kenncdy cbode is Vempire #4. This issue of Veamp
tops 11 previous numbers, Ite 33 peges ere well ctocked with in-
teresting erticles end deprrtmentes by Bob Tucker, Fren Leney, Ben
Indick, George Fox, Lloyd [lpcuglh end others. This meg cen be pro-
cured for 10¢ & COpPY....Ven Splewn encé Fritz Hoffman heve come up
with ¢ new fenzine, Ster Rover, which repleces Phoenix, Its ten
peges ere mimeoed in red ink, The contents ecre rether week end
thet is a2 pity for the mekeup is guite neet and shows plenty of
promise. It sells for 5¢=z copy from 5201 Enright, St. Louis 8, lo,
Ron Christensen, 1870 E. 33rd Street, Brooklyn 10, N.,Y. has pub-
lished the first issue of The Grotesque. fiside from some spotty
mimeogrephing, "Groggy'" locks like ‘it mey heve ¢ good future., Chris
is e£lso suffering from leck of metericl. ITIt's worth 5¢ & copy,
enywey. dJeck Speer's Stefrews hes teken up the slack left by the
unexpleined diseppeerence of Fenews., Speery elthough limited in
news, is doing & steedy job of bring his femnzine out on ¢ weekly
schedule, It's ¢ free¢zine, tho, end hes & limited circulstion,
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THE COMMUNICATICI CF HORROR
By Jeames D, Breckenridge
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To on average reader of supernetural fiction, it is disappoint-
irg to find thet not one in Iifty of the stories he reesds in this
field, both new ones published in msgezines and supposed "classics!
reprinted in the recent host of enthclogies, zctuelly provide him
with the sensation of horror which isy, in the final enalysis, what
he is looking for in such reezding.

{

The ususl instrument of horror, unigue to thet form of liter-
ature (as egainst the plct mechinstions reelly common to £ll adven-
ture fiction) is & monster of some sort, It does not metter whether
the monster is & physicel being; or an abstraction like & philosophy
of evil; the writer's problem is just how he may represent his mon-
ster to his readers so s 1o schieve horror without absurdity. I
should 1like to advence, then, two general rules es guides in this
connection: first, thst the monster, though as uenscing &end fright-
ful es possible, should never be described too closely or literally;
second, thet the monster must have some resemblance, however distor-
ted, to the familiar end even commonplece.

As &n illustration of our first proposition we need only point
to the motion pictures. The eye of the cswera is too accurate to
leave znything to imasgination, &nd it is from the imagination thsat
the senssztion of horror cprings, It ig for this reason thet motion
pictures can never be rezlly horrifying to envone over twelve years
of gge, Thus, legving eside the general. run of Crede B chillers, on
which not enough time or =2ifort are expended for them to be respec-
table examples, e¢ven the renownad esrly Frsnkenstein pictures sel-
dom got sbove the stage of being lsugheble, Attempts et surrealism
and expressionism in the cinema, #s in the case of & French version
rf "The Fall of the House of Usgher!" mede over twenty years sgo, us-
ueiiy fall short of enything really frightening, becoming more cur-
iosities than eny thing else. The only exccption is, of course,
"The Cebinet of Dr, Caligeri!, a2 phenomenon in film-meking in many
respects which, in its distcrted sete end weird cheracters, combines
s strong vein of getire with really chilling terror. Such a picture,
hovwever, comcs once in ¢ lifetime, and the nesrest spprosch to it
so fer in totel effect l.-s been & few of the scenes, notably the
operey the alcohclic werd, and the mouse-and-bat scene from "The lost
Weekend," The techniczl difficulties facing such en institution sas
Hollywood are slmost insupercble,

On the other hand, such a writer as Arthur Machen was aften
criticized for the vegueness of his monsters, the leck of reslity
in eny of the dangers threcatening his heroes. This criticiem is
not perhsps quite so valid to anyone at all conversant with the gen-
ersl lines of supernaturel literature, end the latent connotations
of Mecchen's horrors. lachen's monsters were intellectusl ones,
it's true, but gquite dreadful none the less. The implications of
denger in "The Great God Pan', for exsmple, were presented in the
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most effective manner pescible, since eny more specific reference
might well heve dimirished the horror. Other of lachen's works, how=-
ever, do not slweys mairtein this constant level of perfection. 1In
"The Three Impostors', 1 e "lovel of the Black Seal'", on the other
hand, lets us down terriuly after Jjust opening un tremendous possib-
ilities to enycne feriliar with the theories of Margaret Furraﬁ;
while the "Novel of the White Powder!" sounds in many places like
nothing more then & burlesque of the Gothic tale, which it may in
part have been intended to be, in view of the purpose of these novels
within the main work, Be that es it mey, Ilachen's work es & whole
verged toward s point of tenuousness which it is dsngerous for a less
cepeble ertict to epproech. _

Somewh st neerer the middle of the roed is the antigueriention-
tegue Jzmes, who sticks in hie most successful stories To qu}te
concrete morsters, His presertstion is, however, decidecly lmpres-
sionistic, sketching in roughly the aspects of tue monster, end em-
phasizing just & few chilling deteils. Two of his best picces con=-
cern spider-like crestures, One might, in fact, be tempted to -
theorize sbout &n inborn entipathy of menkind toward insect life
(perheps becsuse of a consciousness of inferiority?), which makes
monsters of this sort most terrifying for such use,

On the other hand, to return to Mr, James, his "Oh Whictle and
T Wkt Come to You, Iy Lad", in its earliest perts surpassing zlmost
atythlng he did, degensretes into ebsurdity when the monster is re-
vealed es an animated sheet. No metter what the motivation behind
ity the entrence of the cheet itself is too unfortunste to sustain
any mood &t all.

Turning to &n Aumericen writer zlso hewing to this middle 1line,
we mey slso find some cc firmetion of ovr second theorem, H, P.
Loveereft has been in miny respects unfortunste in his recent resur-
rection, since in additicn to his superior work, a good many stories
he might heve preferred forgotien werc presented to the public under
the same aura of senctity said to prevail sbout the more fortunate
remeinder, For Iovecreit's benefit, we might restete our proposition
negativelys A complcte ebstraction cenmot arouse eny emétion, For
this reegon Lovecreafi's complex mythology cannot be more then in-
tellectuelly amueing, and such standbys as "the infamous Necronom-
icon of the mad Arab, Abdul Alhazred" ere little more then jokes,

Lovecraft's work isy then, at its most effective in his Arkham
stories, and his work sbout New England generally, Where he can
tie hies horror down to those matter-of-fect gesmbrel roofs familiar
to us all, he schieves som: true masterpieces of horror, But in
his other work, and particulerly in the drezm-journcys, he loses &ll
chance of any effect but boredom ory st the wost, nsuses, and does
not even make rcspectsble prose, as he epparently flattered himself
he wee doingi

finis
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ART AND HORROR

Although a tremendous volume of horrible srt hes been produced,
the student can point to very few ertists in the past who were really
concerned with portraying horror on canves or paper. The reasons
for this are verious, and for the most pert conjectural; probebly -
the m: jor reason is the institution of pstronage, first religious .
then patrician, which pertained until fzi:ly recently in this field,
However the zrtist mey have felt about his subject-matter, his pat-
rons were usually interested in something, in the first plece in-
spiring, end in the second pleasant.

Yet, when one thinks of these mgitters, two ncmes stand out from
the pecst as masters of horror in ert. The first is Jerome Bosch; a
Flemish peainter of the late fifteenth znd early sixteenth century.
Bosch wes deeply religious, but he saw his religion, and particular-
ly the crucifixion, s something truly terrible. In psinting after
painting he strives, by the intricate jumbling of grotescue caric-
cstures, to show how frightful he felt thest event to heve been., The
result is a neurotic jumble of cleerly-seen yet terror-distorted
imasges which convey Rosch's feelings quite successfully. He zlso
did a number of penoremic views of Heaven snd Hell, crowded with
meny tiny figures enscting the various phases of "life'" in the efter-
world, These peiniings also convey something of the feeling of
frentic terror, and beer in composition snd perspective & strenge
resemblance to the frescoes painted by Chinese and Hindu artists on
the cave walls at the Buddhist shrine of Tun Huang in the Gobi Des-
ert almost a thousand years before,

Jumping three hundred years nearer our own time, we might con-
sider as an ertist of the fantestic the grest Spanierd, Francisco’
Goya y Lucientes, As a painter, Goya showed & tendency to get away
from the fluffy pastoral classicism of the eighteenth century which
nurtured him, but he remeined sufficiently scademic to ezrn & com-
forteble living as court prfinter to the Sprnish kings, But it wsas
in his etchings that he was eble to indulg: all his really originel
end creetive impulses, He wes never & religious men, though he re-
meined on sufficiently good terms with the church to execute sever=
al commissions; so his impulses to thc grotesque and horrible came
out first in the Capriccios, a series essentially satiric in con-
ception., Somc of this sstire comes in the form of men with the heads
of assesy yet no artist hes ever made such sz distortion seem more’
tragic, And in en etching like the "A Caza de Dientes", chowlng a
women extracting the teeth of a henged men for sorcery, he approaches
the ultimste in the horrible. This series wes matched by the Tau-
romsquiz, concerned with bull-fighting, but all this work was only
a prelude to Goye's incomparzble Desastres de la Guerra, Taken
apert from their subject matter, every one of these etchings is a
mzsterpiece af conveyed horror, znd in the aggregate they mzke a
condemnstion of war not even epproesched by an subsequent work, even
Picacso's masterful "Bombing of Guernicea,"
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I watched you rise

With filthy sweamp moss dripping

A shapless mass

With blezir ; eyes

I tried to 1un

Iy feet were sliding, slipping

And you cearie close

I'y fierce screams filled the skies,

And then...I lay

Supine end celmly waiting

The thing I knew

All things like you must do
Your eyes held mire

And mede my "self" be willing
To be a pert

Of thet obscene thing YU,

You hover nesr :
In foul enticipstion
I find no fear

" Nor sorrow in my mind

Your foulness seems

A supernsturel bezuty
T long, sye crave

To be one of your kind,

You touch me now

I'y heart is filled w:th rapture
I strein to sid

The merging. of our souls

T seek the thrill

Of :l.imy, oggy swemnlands
Vhile on tie ground

iy iifelesy body lolls.,

--=-Doris A, Currier
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LATE NEMS ITEMS

FLASH, A new book, entitled "The Best in Science Fiction'", will
shortly be releesed by the Crown Book Compzny of New York., The book
runs sbout 900 pages in length and will sell for $3, It conteins
about 60 science fiction short stories end novelets culled from the
peges of Astounding, Wonder, Ameszing, etc, There is an introduction
written by John Cempbell, Jr., editor of Astounding. Among the yarns
included in the book are stories by Robert Heinlein, Austin Hall,
Raymond Gellun, lfurray Lelnster, David Ke: ler and most of the other
- top~-flight authors of science fiction; Advsnce reports say thet the
book will probebly be the greatest znd most popular anthology of
stf yet to be printed., Unlike moct past anthologies, the o0ld mast-
ers, Poe, Doyle, end Wells, zre represented by only one story ecech
and the emphesis is on .modern-day authors. Keep your eyes pealed
for this volume, ... :

"The Time Stream" by John Teine hes been releassed in book form
by the Buffalo Book Compeny: The novel is evailable from 271 Doyle
* Avenue, Providence, 6, R,I. for $3. The book is similar in format
to the Arkham House publicetions and well worth the rpice asked...,
An article by the 1lste Charles Fort hes been reprinted in the cur-
rent lssue of Encore Mzgazine....,Walt Dunkelberger hes finally pub=~
liched the Christmes number of Fenews, which contzins a number of
fen photos, Dunk feils to explsin the month and a half deley,..s
Mockowitz, Fox, and Kennedy held en informel meeting at chez Kennedy
on Februzry 3, et which times plens were formulated for the coming
Eestern Conference....The first issue Fentescience Fen is out from
Ven Svlewn. It's only a one-pege relecse degling mainly with the
recent reder yern, Van stetes thet Lionell Innmen and Wellis.
Knighton, bcth of Ripley, Tenn., ere plenning e new fenzine. Inn-
men vill be remembered es the editor of the now defunct Vulcan....
George ¥ox of Rehway, N.J,, will soon meil out the first issue of his
fenzine Speculatidns. Joe Kennedy, who mimcogrephed this meg, seys
its 17 peges are well stocked with interesting meterial....

For those who perheps won't get & corv of Kennedy's Fentasy
Review of 1945, we'll give you a quick glence et some of his poll
results. About 40 fens voted. Best fcntcsy books of 1945: 1. "Por-

tenle Movels of Science'" (Wollheim); 2. "Best Supern gturel Stories
of H,P, Lovecraft': 3. "Ship of Tshter" (erritt); 4, "The Opener
of the Wey" (Bloch)- 53 "nﬂrglncllﬂ"(Lovecrcft)....Best megezine
stories of 1945: "World of A" (Ven Vogt): 2, "Nomed!" (Long):
3., "Gient Killer" (Chcndler) 4, "Destiny Times Three" (LelberS
5, "Boets of the 'Glen Ce rrig'" (Hodgson). Top stf euthors of 1945:
l. Kuttner/Padgett; 2, Ven Vogt; 3. Asimovj; 4, GO Smith/Iongy
5. Leinster; 6. Rocklynne. Top "fens of 19453 1. Leney; 2. Dunl-
elberger B Seerles; 4, Tucker; 5, Moskowitz; 6. Speer; 7, Acker-
men; 8, lelbscher; 9. de 1z Ree; 10. Burbee,

finis
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TWIIIGHT BAR, By Artnur Koestler,,.,ew York, Macmillan, 1945, $2.0

The renowned IM'r, Koestler hze windered far from his usual haunts
in turning out this fanciful sztire, but his supple touch is evident
throughout, and brings off with a grest deal of success what might
otherwise have been a rether flat venture into the reslms of whimsy,
He seeks to apologize for his "escgpism" in an Author's Note, but
the fantasy enthusiast also spprecictec good writing when he can find
it end will be pleesed with Twilight Ber.

The book is in the form of a play, set on a mythical island re-
public in tie not-too-fer-distant future., To this republic, beset
by its share of the world's woes, suddenly srrive two strangers from
afsr. Named Alpha and Cmega, they come from s system of completely
n:m0y plenets, Requiring more lebensrsum, znd having no empty plan-
els convenient, these heppy peopie asre forced to send investigators
such zs A. znd O, to discover which of the planets is the least heppw
This body, thens; will be instently eradicated of all life by a pszin-
less gas, The earth, it is quite obvious, is & leading cendidste
for repopulction,

The republic, howev.r, being taken for & test somple, is given
forty-eight hours in which to become heppy. A Tory csbinet which
thinks in terms of mass educetion and "the good old infentry" cean
do nothing to achieve this end, end a Socialist opposition which
offers remedies such as free toilet paper for all factory weshrooms
and compulsory dental exeminstions cen do no better, The job of
achieving heppiness eventually fells into the hands of the gossip
columnist, Glowworm, who gives every community a "happinecss quo-
tient," and sets about reising the seme by every possible means.
How he succeeds, end if he staves ofr cbliterstion, we may safely
leave to the reader to discover ior ninself,

In the progress of the pley, however, it is esey to trace the
suthor's successive diseppoirtments in the verious methods by which
men has tried to achieve nhis ultimate goal, heppiness, Disgust with
cepiteliem ceme eerly in life, but disillusionmeént in more radical
political theocries arrived in their time &s well., Now one feels
thiet perhaps Koestler would be willing to give it all up as s bed
Jjoby feeling thet menkind is inherently incespable of enjoying himself,

Yet Koestler is anything but bitter, His smile 1s sed, but it
iz = smile nonetheless, never a snarl. If he has grown discoursged
cver the means of atteining heppiness, he has not lost hie determin-
sticn as to the necessity of thet sttsinment: "We lived in blind-
ness and ignorence. We belicved that heppiness ie an indulgence,
perhzps even a sin, Todsy we Xnow thet it is Man's one and only
duty or this earth; hiec only way to repay the labour which nature
invested into hic me&king. ! .

---James Breckenridge
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FANTASTICS AND OTHER FAICIES, By Iafcadio Hearn,..Boston and New York
Houghton liifflin Compsmy, 1914, _

This book conteins 36 short sketches by one of the little-known,
but most telentec of f:intesy writers, Lafcadio Hesrn wes born in
1850 on the islend of Centa l'sura off the coast of Greece, Although
he left the Ionian Islends et an early sge, the idea of having lived
among  the memories of the ercient Hellenic world impressed him to
a definite.Cegree in later life., Heern spent his early life travel-
ing end in 1869 migrested from Irelend to the United States, where
he remeined until 1890,

It was while in the Unitec Stetes that Hezrn composed his "Fan-
tastics." . The mgjority of these sketches first appeered in The Item
and The Times-Democrat, two Mew Orleansc papers on which Hearn worked,
"I am conscious they are only triviel," wrote Hearn to his friend
H, E. Krehbiel in 1880, speaking of thcsc sketches, "But I fancy the
idea of the fentestics is ertistic., They are my impressions of the
strange life of New Orleans, They ere dreems of & tropicel city.
There is one twin-idca runring turough them agll -- lLove and Death,"

Culled from the browned peges of The Item and Times-Democrat,
these cketches were compiled into book form in 1914 by Charles Wood-
ward Huteon under the title "Fentastics and Other Fancies."

‘Howard Phillips Lovecreft writes of Heern and his "Fantastics"
es followss  "Lefcedio B ern, strange, waendering, end exotic, de=-
parts still ferther from the reslm of the rcal; e&nd with the supreme
srtistry of & sensative poet vieavcs phentesies impossible to an
author of the solid rosst-beef type. His "Fantestics", written in
America, contszins com: of the most impressive ghoulishness in all
literaturec,"

To rezally esppreciete Heern you must read his work, study it,
His writing ie generally simplicity personified, but it has & charm
11l its own. Eis veriecty of subjccts in the Fantaestics is vast.
Of the selections in this book especizlly efiective srao "The Bleek
Cupid", "The Undying Dne", "The Veme on the Stone'", end "A Kiss
Fentestical,"

After 21 years in the United Stetes, Heern left for Japan in
1890, There he remained until hies death in 1903, marryirga Japan-
¢se women, assuming a Jspenese name, ¢nd eventually being buried
with full Buddhist rites. While in Jzpen Heern won world reknown
as en interpreter of thet country. He ¢lso hed published several
books of & fentestic nsture, emong them "In Ghostly Jepan", "Kwai-
den", end "Kotto,"

-~-Gerry de la Ree
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in August, 1945, with 65 fzns perticipsting.
' published in severzl fanzines, notebly Fensws end Ergerzerp.
promiced, however, in the 1s
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The Third Beowulf Poll of Science Fiction Fandom wzs conducted

sk
Points

Abe Merritt (10)ssves.....9275
AcEs Veen Vot (8) (sl 1) s o273
H, P, Lovecreft (7).¢e.,..288
Robert Heinlein (10),.....235
Stenley G, Weinbeaum (5)...195
Sty O (U k0 5, 4o fa s LD
John Campbell-Stusrt(2).,,127
Henry Kuttner-Padgett ....105
Clark Ashton Smith (1).... 88
H e G S BTS  i% S i o ve & B0
Olsf Stepleton (4)  sevesvs S0
L. Sprague de Camp (1).... 55
Hurrey Leinster .ieeevess. 53
G.0, Smith-Wes Long(2)..,., 48
ILester Del Ray (1) vs.s... 45
Ross Rocklynne (1) s......, 44
INPRECT Sl Eloh olarpl o )R ey sl il o v
FaRGO Bl NACT, e e Tak s o i o udl
O A iide (91 Te TG0 AN AR TR SRR I
Is28C ASIMOV . vieevsovessee
JECK WATIHEMSON (o lors s b dios 4
Edger Rice Burroughs .....
Algernon Blackwood ..v.es.
DEVid KelleI‘ (1) s e vea v e
Edger Allan POE .tevecevsss
Leigh Bizckett 4 i, &
I"TElCOlm Jameson RTINS
Kanly Vade WellMan ..o,
I_'. ROD HubLEI’d o b vaossee sed
Edmond Hemilton (1) ......
I"“’.Rl James e ® 2 6 & ¢ 9 60 06 8 ¢ a0
RO e A B GO 1% s i bt s
SeabuI‘y QU.inn e P00 as o000
Doneld Wandrei
Jules Verme

Qv 0 e oW v s 0 v 0 T

ARTISTS:

1,
2.
3
4,
S,
6.

Virgil Finley (31) -00-.--21,8
Hanmes  Balc' (19 Sty et i S99
Lawnence- (B ot e bid i s B0
B onle Pall L (3 s sty aley s s 86
Hubert Rogers (4) ..e0.... 43
Ed certier (3) ..'l.".l.. 87

*

1.
2.

0N Ko Wa 2 ! N V)

. Welrd Tsles (2)...

. Unknown Worlds (4)...ees.

Pertial results were
We

st issue of Sun Spots that we would re-
S0 here tr-y are!
* %

PRO-MAGAZIVES ;

Points

Astounding S-F (48)......284
E JFedb s (D as 5 ke G e ool 2
SN D ILCES)
Stertling Stories ,.,.... 69
Plenet Stories .... 68
58
47
34

T.VJ.S‘.....'..Il.'lln'l
Amezing Stories ...

s 061 08

FANZINES ¢

1.

The ACOlyte (15);:...-0‘.323

2., Shengri L'Affzires (3)...285
3. SN S POWSE (BT 5,0 i el s B Re O
4, Fantesy Commentator(9)..,.200
S, Chanticleer (6), .veciossiall2
6, Fanews (card) (5)es.e..s+4180
7. V.O‘M. (4) ...l.iﬂl'll‘;.l’?g
8, Le Zombie (3) ¢uuseoessseld?
QL A1 AL Briai €3 IR s iy e D
1055 Gt rin o i S aariy e T i sl
11, Cenedien Fendom (1)...:e., 80
12, Toward TOUOTTOW ¢ «:ssessss OL
VEC PRI LA=) ) ok e ST ST T = A SRS g oA L
14, F 2tesy Fiction Field.... 42
15- l\TOVa G0 s o000 be s s s suverse 30
160 Cygni 9 & ¢ 02 8 06 % 0 oS w ORI OS 29
17- Stef’ﬂeWS s doeasesesesasnasoe 27
18, Nstionel Fentasy Fan .... 24
19' Rosebud SR F 9N eaTguel 0 s . €470 8 8N 23
20 VROS L ubadis s S i snos
2L,  EentaadsaiCR) < Wine by srda liiste 20
7, Earle Bergey (4) ......., 26
B HIW,5Wess0 L i i ha iiniioa
9. I.':agarian...‘lll.!.‘...‘. 23
103 EX 1T etiBeld Wby sttt s h e 100
Schneeman (2) vieeevsreee 20

+ Bopds DOUBOV s’ saldats diie o0
18. Ronald Clyne ® 60080000080 16
14, Leydenfrost (1) ceveseess 13
Sime '....'.ll'l...‘....’ 13
16. Orban ® 0 0O 2 05 08 BV SVKOIEGSEGOGGESEOOS ll
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FANS s Poiats Points
1. BObTUCk.er (10)00“0109010274 l4l Al Ashley D000 & Sup .00 0 8 0%ai M 49
2, Forrest J, Ackermen(7)....268 15, Sam Mockowitz (1)eesevsas 45
8- FrenCis To Laney (4)-0000.212 Norman Stanley (2)00.-... 45
4, Walt Dunkelberger (2).....173 a6 BRI O v - e S RS S o R e e €2
5. E. E. Evans (5) .'."!C.I.lsl Bill ‘VJatSon e 0 & ¢ 0 00 0 8 9 ¢t a 39
. Joe Kennedy (7)ececeareesel2 10 HeDry, BUSTIer iy o bt e steg’ O
7. Gerry de 1la Ree (1) evesee 97 i lton ‘ROUANEN "¢ datia o aih s o 37
8. Harry Warner (l) R 84 21. Bob SWiSheP RN 36
9, Walt Iiebscher (1) .eieess 79 22, Che ~les Burbee (1)ssees.. 30
10, Jack Bpeet (Alasnvidol Sani 08 49,284 Boft Penmyi:(l): %ii dyivha: 26
LS Langley Searles (2)006-00. 75 24, Don 2R Thompson L A Real 2 12
Oy A O BT eE Y s s Bie s 3o i oees TSSO FIWLINS U NZe T R et ke o oano®
13, Donald Wollheim (1) Ji¢ese 03 26, Robert W, Lowndes seeeoee 22

SHORT STORIES:

"Voteé

NOVEIS

1.
2
3
Se

7.

10,

A Vartien Odyssey (Weinbatm).....vos.ss. 15

TWilight (Campbell) SO 2R B 8P 20 Myl Pl XY
Vimsey Were the Borogoves (Kuttner)....
The Cuteider (Lovecrafl)..vecosssossses
The Wendigo(Blackwood) .veeeeeecesesses
The Rats in the Walls (Lovecreft)..v...
Colour out of Snece (Lovecreft) .seeeees
And He Built a Crooked House (Heinlein)
1T Thi 555G o es O R e B TeTm) o o it s ardiela uhs

ERVITonme it (Godlr) 5.6k s vl oo e o iiaid o e
Microcosmic God (STUTrEeon) coveeeesocons.

I.tl (StUI‘geOD) ® 0 0 06 0 00 8000000000000 00000
The Willows (BlaCkWQOd) se vs 000000 s es0s

Slan (Van Vogt) R RN R RN SR I 15

RN TN N N N NS TS RS Ry

Votes

E1 = 10T o) o HN S O AR G5 L e i vy M [ S AP R e AT g AW 1D

‘DWellers in the liirage (Merritt) ......

The,Ne\H Adam (‘\Jeinbaum) ® ¢ 2 0 0 9 0 ¢ 0 s 8 8 ¢ 0D
Finake Bl ackoUl THOEEara ) Miit v v o uke s ibgs's

Sinister Barrier (Russell) seseeesesons

The Black Flame (Weinbalm) s evevoecoese
Ship of Ishtar (Merritt)......'........
Beyond This Horizon (Heinlein) seeeeses
Face in the AbySS (MePPitt) 8 00 6 608 06 00
Methuselsh's Children (Heinlein) ¢,eoee
Grey Lensmen (E E Smith) cevevevoncnsse
Derkness and Dawn (Englend) seeecosness

‘The Blind Spot (Flint & Hall) sevveeses

0@ ORIl (SHCOINETIOTY Y v tes oo e ahe ok hia SIABEA. &

The Cese of Chas. Dexter Ward (Lovecraft)

Fear (}{ubbard) aidfesa e 00 e a0 N0 0 0 & 00 4B s e

B D D DD (o 11~ 00 ©
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WIDNER'S FIRST POLI. WIDNER'S SECCND POLL VIIDNER'S THIRD POLL

1941 1842 1943
v AuthorSetco---no-.onoo.-ooo--u-oono'noocoooOQ-oao-oauOQAQQAOG'-

1. Campuell-Stuart(804) IHeinlein - Heinlein (105)

2, Weinbsum (718) E..E, smith Merritt (103)

3. E. E, Smith (677) Canpbell-Stuert Campbell-Stusrt(101)

4, de Cemp (610) de Camp .- E, E, Smith (84)

5. H, G, Welis (443) Merritt b Weinbzum (62)

6, Williemson (405) Van Vogt - -+« Hubbard (55)

7. Yerritt (400) Hubbard ' . Lovecraft (50)

8. lLovecraft (381) Willizmson - - - Van Vogt (45)

9., Teine (265) Loveeraft : de Cemp (30)

10.Keller. (257) Asimov - Willismson (27)
Fans.l.Q.l....."...I.'.Oll.l“u.'.’.l."...‘..l..'...'.OIOIO

1., Ackerman (715) Ackerr.en Tucker (153)

2, Tucker (620) Tucker Aclermen (148)

3, Noskowitz (482) Warner Verner (61)

4, Lowndes (428) Lowndes E, E. BEvans (50)

5, Warner (415) Gilbert Ashley (47)

6., Wollheim (333) Rothmen Widner (42)

7, I'adle (276) Bronson Bronson (40)

3. MPortier (235) Vollheim Unger (23)

9., Sykors (228) . Unger Liebscher (21)

10, Widner (212) Thompson Rosenblum (18)
Fanzines...........o...i...........-...--.oo.....-..-.......

1, Specewsys (465) Specevigys Le Zombie (123)

2, Le Zombie (324) Fantasite Fantasite (119)

3. Stardust (285): V.0, M, Nova (73)

4, Alchemist (267) Le Zombie Acolyte (588)

S "V OEML S(-252) Southern Star V.C. M,

6., Fantesy News (243) Fantasia Spaceways (49)

7. Pluto (222) PRSI (o A 3 Fenfare (292)

8. Snide (222) -« -Eclipse : F.F.F. (19)

9, Comet (219) Fen-Atic Dawn (11)

10.Fanfare (212) . Sterlight Light (11)

Art‘iStsil'....U‘-’.‘;.l..l."..'.'0.'...0..C.l.l...‘.."l"'..

1. Finlay (216)

2, Paul (208) ;

3, Wesso (141) --- Yo Poll ¥o Poll
4, Cartier (115) .

5, Bok (105)

Pro—PFagazlnes"l.I..l..“.I..C.‘.Q........lﬂ...lll""...."

3 Astounding

2. Unknown Worlds

3, Fo Poll F.F.l. No Poll
4. Weird Tales

c. Super Science
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1944 Spring, 1945 Fall, 1945
Aut}lorso.'.'...'..I.'..I'.‘....'l...."..0......‘....'...."'
1, Merritt (209) Merritt (257) Merritt (27%)
©, Heinlein (166) Heinlein (196) Ven Vogt (273)
3. Lovecraft (1E2) Lovecrsft (188) TLovecreft (238)
4, ‘einbaum (139) Van Vogt (149) Heinlein (235)
5, Van Vogt (123) Weinbesum (139) Weinbaum (195)
6., E., E. Smith (106) E, E, Smith (135) E, E. Smith (150)
7., de Camp (94) Cempbell-Stuert (93) Cempbell-Stuert (127)
8, Camgbell-Stusrt (89) Kuttner-Padgett (86) Kuttner-Peadgett (105)
9, Kuttner-Padgett (84) H. G, Jells (82) C. A, Smith (88)
10,.Binder (67) Stepleton (81) H, G, Wells (82)
FanS..’."l..'.I.‘.O.D.'..'."..'..0'.0..‘0...'Q."Ol......‘.’.
1. Tucker (127) * Tucker (112) Tucker (274)
2, Widner (38) Ackermen (84) Ackermen (268)
3., Unger (36) E. E. Evans (47) Laney (212)
4, VVsrner (35) Leney (3%) Dunkelberger (173)
5, Laney (32) Dunkelbergzer (30) E. E. Evans (151)
6. Shaw (32) Wollheim (29) Kennedy (129)
7. Ashley (28) Kennedy (24) de la Ree (97)
8, Wollheim (18) Speer (20) Warner (84)
9. Robinson (11) Unger (20) Liebscher (79)
10.de la Ree (11) Widner (17) Speer (78)
Speer (11)
Fanzines.....-"'ll.‘....l..'.ll-..t...ll‘...."l.l.l.'...ll.'
1, Le Zombie (95) The Acolyte (89) The Acolyte (323
2, The Acolyte (64) Le Zombie (87) Shengri L'ALf,(235)
ST RO N ) (3570 Chanticleer (79) Sun Spots (201)
4, Fantesite (35) Shangri L'ATf, (57) Fantasy Com, (200)
gl LT IR (B0Y Disblerie (53) Chenticleer (192)
6. Paradox (30) V.0.M, (53) Fanews (180)
7. Fanewscard (28) F,F.F, (32) V.01, (172)
8, Vulcan (20) Fenewscard (37) Le Zombie (142)
9, Disblerie (19) Fentasy Com, (33) Disgblerie (92)
10.Febula (18) Nova (13) Centuri (82)
fil"'tiS'tzS.................‘..........................o........
1. Finley (141) Finley (176) Finlay (£18)
2, Bok (106) Bok (g s s Bok (122)
3, Paul (67) Lawrence (71) Lawrence (20)
4, lLswrence (50) Paul (64) Pzul (86)
5. Targarian (23) Clyme (31) Rogers (43)
..'\/{ i -o-..-.oauo---'ooo-noe-q-oonclooacctvc--:ooocaooo
1 F?§?M{a%§2§?es Lstounding (209) Astounding (284)
o, Astounding (139) F.F. M, (159) F.E,M. (176)
3, Weird Tales (70) Vigird Teles (88) Weird Tales (105)
A D aTiets (70 Plenet (88) Stertling (69)
5, Stertling (44) Stertling (68) Plenet (68)

#(ivilien fan poll only...



A Tribute To
Stenley G, Weinbsum

; This 30-pege, mimeographed booklet hzs been pub-

- lished by Gerry de la Ree end Sam Noskowitz in metmory’
of one of Science Fiction''s gresztest suthors, Stanley

G. Yeinbeum, who died on December 14. 1935 Cut of en

..................

ceived. throughout fendom, ere erticles by Mergaret :
VWeinbeum Key, Helen Wweinbeum, Resymond A. Palmer, Rglph
I'ilne Ferleyy Julius Schwertz, Sem loskowitz, and Tern%
de 1z Ree; Sten Veinbaum's own Autobiographicel Sketchj
z series Of mever before publiched letters from Weln-
bsum to hie zgent, Julius Schwertz; and Weinbsum's poem,
"The Legt Mertien." .

Send for your copy before it is too late --
Pifty cents apiece from

Gerry de la Ree
i i 2 0O o mER 1, 0P 1 adioa-a 54

| ’i, : R Westwood, M, J,
A S S N e e A e |
e ook ko
{oig . l— (i L n i-'] :’ NN '(-'.I-er 5
A R i S e R P
B hisy . By Gerry de la Ree : T

A professionally printed booklet of prose pastels
eveileble et twenty-five cents z copy from szme address
&s -above, - Out -of the -origingl edition of 188 'copies
less then hglf now remein, A This boollet, fevorsbly re-
viewed in & number of fenzines, is er item worth adding
to your collection, Order ycur copy todey!
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